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CONFIDENTIAL BRIDGETOWN 1415 
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SUBJECT: BARBADOS CHAMPIONS FUTURE INTERESTS OF CARIBBEAN MINI 
STATES 

REF: 76 BRIDGETOWN 0182 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . BEFORE LEAVING FOR OASGA IN GRENADA, MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS HENRY FORDE TOLD NEWSMEN THAT BARBADOS WAS CONCERNED 
ABOUT STANDS REPORTEDLY BEING TAKEN BY SOME LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES ON THE ADVENT OF CARIBBEAN MINI-STATES TAKING 

THEIR PLACE IN THE OAS. FORDE SAID THE SUGGESTION HAD 
EMANATED FROM THE UNITED STATES THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF ONE- 
STATE, ONE VOTE SHOULD NOT BE RECOGNIZED BECAUSE OF FEAR ON 
THE PART OF OAS MEMBERS THAT THE MINI-STATES MIGHT NUMERI- 
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CALLY DOMINATE THE OAS. STATING THAT BARBADOS STOOD FIRMLY 
ON THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSALITY, FORDE WARNED, "I 
HATE TO ANTICIPATE ANY WALKOUT FROM THE AMERICAN 
SYSTEM IN THE FUTURE BY THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING NATIONS.' 1 

2. THE BARBADOS ADVOATE -NEWS UNDER A HEADLINE " A 
RETROGADE SUGGESTION" EDITORIALIZED JUNE 16 THAT RE- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


JECTION OF THE ONE-STATE, ONE- VOTE IDEA "CUTS ACROSS 
VERY BASIC DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES WHICH ARE THE FOUNDA- 
TION OF OUR GOVERNMENT." MOREOVER, THE NEWSPAPER CON- 
CLUDED, "THE BLOC VOTE BOGEY IS UNLIKELY TO MATERIZLIZE. 

IN LIGHT OF TODAY'S PRAGMATISM, COUNTRIES SUPPORT WHAT IS 

BEST FOR THEM, AND IN THE CONTEXT OF REGIONAL UNITY, THE 

WEST INDEIS HAVE BEEN SINGULARLY UNCONVINCING." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

3. COMMENT: IN SEEKING TO DEFEND THE FUTURE RIGHTS OF 
OTHER EASTERN CARIBBEAN ISLANDS TO ENJOY FULL OAS PARTICI- 
PATION AFTER INDEPENDENCE, BARBADOS HAS CAST ITSELF FURTHER 
IN A SPOKESMAN-LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE AREA. PRIME MINISTER 
ADAM, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS THE CARIBBEAN SPOKESMAN AT THE RE- 
CENT COMMOWNEALTH MEETING IN LONDON WHEN HE EXPERESSED 
OPPOSITION TO ANY SETTLEMENT OF THE BELIZE-GUATAMALA 
TERRITORIAL DISPUTE THAT MIGHT INCLUDE THE CEDING OF BELIZE 
TERRITORY WITHOUT BELIZE CONSENT AND FORDE ALSO TOLD NEWSMEN 
THAT BARBADOS WOULD PRESS THE QUESTION OF BELIZE AT 

THE OASGA IN GRENADA. WITH ITS STRONG DEMOCRATIC 
ORIENTATION, MODERATE FOREIGN POLICY VIEWS AND SPOTLESS 
HUMAN RIGHTS RECORD, AN ACTIVE AND INFLUENTIAL BARBADOS 
SHOULD BE, ON BALANCE, A BOON TO US INTERESTS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. 

4. FOR USDEL GRENADA: THE POSITION OF THE EMBASSY ON 
LIMITED REPRESENTATION FOR EMERGING MINI STATES IN THE 
AREA REMAINS AS STATED IN REFTEL, I.E., THAT THE MINI- 
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STATES WILL NOT ACCEPT LESS THAN FULL OAS MEMBERSHIP. THAT 
THEY AND OTHER STATES IN THE AREA WILL RESENT ANY EFFORT 
TOWARD LIMITED REPRESENTATION AND THAT WE PROBABLY STAND 
TO GAIN MORE FROM MINI STATE INCLUDION IN TERMS OF SUPPORT 
FOR OUR OWN INTERESTS AND POSITION THAN FROM THEIR EXCLUSION. 

WE SUGGEST THAT IT WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE FOR THE RECORD 
TO BE SET STRAIGHT AS TO OUR SUPPORT FOR THE IDEA OF UNI- 
VERSALITY, PERHAPS IN A STATEMENT FROM THE SECRETARY WHITE 
IN THE REGION. END COMMENT. END CONFIDENTIAL. 
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